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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, ami listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Lfaflngofaghra: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An edible composition comprising an amount of a soluble 
mineral component, wherein the soluble mineral component comprises two or 
more minerals selected from the group consisting of zinc, manganese, tin, copper, 
and mixtures thereof, wherein the amount is an effective amount for use as an oral 
medicament, a source of protein, and a further amount of a phosphate component 
wherein the farther amount is an effective amount for use as an oral medicament 
and wherein the edible composition is adapted for use by a companion animal. 

2. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 1 wherein: 

a. when the composition comprises zinc, die composition comprises at least 
about 0*001% zinc ion, by weight of the composition; 

b. when the composition comprises tin, the composition comprises at least 
about 0.0001% tin ion, by weight of the composition; 

c. when the composition comprises copper, the composition comprises at 
least about 0.0005% copper ion, by weight of the composition; and 

d. when the composition comprises manganese, the composition comprises at 
least about 0.0001% manganese ion, by weight of the composition. 

3. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 2 wherein at least a portion 
of the mineral component is coated on the surface of the composition. 

4. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 3 wherein at least about 
50% of the mineral component, by weight of the mineral component, is coated on 
the surface of the composition. 
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5. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 2 comprising at least about 
0.02% of the mineral component, by weight of the composition. 

6. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 5 wherein; 

a. when the mineral component comprises zinc, the mineral component 
comprises a salt selected from the group consisting of zinc sulfite, zinc 
gluconate, zinc chloride, zinc citrate, zinc lactate, zinc malate, and 
mixtures thereof; 

b. when the mineral component comprises tin, the mineral component 
comprises a salt selected from the group consisting of tin lactate, tin 
gluconate, tin acetate, tin sulfate, tin malate, and mixtures thereof; 

c. when the mineral component comprises Copper, the mineral component 
comprises a salt selected from the group consisting of copper chloride, 
copper gluconate, copper sulfate, copper bisglycinate, copper lactate, 
copper malate, copper acetate, and mixtures thereof; and 

d. when the mineral component comprises manganese, the mineral 
component comprises a salt selected from the group consisting of 
manganese chloride, manganese sulfate, manganese gluconate, manganese 
acetate, and mixtures thereof. 

7. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 6 wherein: 

a. when the composition comprises zinc, the composition comprises from 
about 0.001% to about 1% zinc ion, by weight of the composition; 

b. when the composition comprises tin, the composition comprises from 
about 0.0005% to about 0.1% tin ion, by weight of the composition; 

c. wtien the composition comprises copper, the composition comprises from 
about 0.0005% to about 0.1% copper ion, by weight of the composition; 
and 
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d when the composition comprises manganese, the composition comprises 
from about 0.001% to about 0.5% manganese km, by weight of the 
composition. 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently Amended) The edible composition according to Claim 1 Claim 8 
wherein at least a portion of the phosphate component is a pyrophosphate. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The edible composition according to Claim 1 Claim 8 
wherein at least a portion of the phosphate is a polyphosphate. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The edible composition according to Claim 1 Claim 8 
comprising three or more minerals selected from the group consisting of zinc, 
manganese, tin, copper, and mixtures thereof. 

12. (Currently Amended) The edible composition according to CAatm 1 Claim 8 
which is a companion animal biscuit 

1 3. (Currently Amended) The edible composition according to Claim 1 G te hp - 8 
which is a companion animal chew. 

14. (Currently Amended) The edible composition according to ClaimJL Claim 8 
which is a companion animal food. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The edible composition according to Claim 1 Claim 8 
which is substantially free of rawhide. 

16. (Canceled) 
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17. (Canceled) 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Canceled) 
2L (Canceled) 

22. (Canceled) 

23. (Canceled) 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (Canceled) 

26. (Original) An edible composition comprising: 

a. an amount of a soluble mineral component comprising one or more 
minerals selected from the group consisting of zinc, manganese, tin, 
copper, and mixtures thereof wherein the amount is an effective amount 
for use as an oral medicament, and wherein at least a portion of the 
mineral component is coated on the surface of the edible composition; 

b. a further amount of a phosphate component, wherein the further amount is 
an effective amount for use as an oral medicament; 

wherein the edible composition is a companion animal chew. 

27. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 26 which is substantially 
free of rawhide. 
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28. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 27 wherein the mineral 
component comprises at least two minerals selected from the group consisting of 
zinc, manganese, tin, copper, and mixtures thereof. 

29. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 28 comprising at least 
about 0.01% of the mineral component, by weight of the composition. 

30. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 29 wherein at least a 
portion of the phosphate component is integrated within the edible composition. 

31 . (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 30 comprising at least 
about 0.02% of the mineral component, by weight of the composition. 

32. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 3 1 wherein: 

a. when the mineral component comprises zinc, the mineral component 
comprises a salt selected from the group consisting of zinc sulfide, zinc 
gluconate, zinc chloride, zinc citrate, zinc lactate, zinc malate, and 
mixtures thereof; 

b. when the mineral component comprises tin, the mineral component 
comprises a salt selected from the group consisting of tin lactate, tin 
gluconate, tin acetate, tin sulfate, tin ma late, and mixtures thereof; 

c. when the mineral component comprises copper, the mineral component 
comprises a salt selected from the group consisting of copper chloride, 
copper gluconate, copper sulfate, copper bisglycinate, copper lactate, 
copper malate, copper acetate, and mixtures thereof, and 

d. when the mineral component comprises manganese, the mineral 

component comprises a sah selected from the group consisting of 

manganese chloride, manganese sulfite, manganese gluconate, manganese 

acetate, and mixtures thereof 
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33. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 32 wherein at least a 
portion of the phosphate component is a polyphosphate. 

34. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 32 wherein at least a 
portion of the phosphate is a pyrophosphate. 

35. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 32 comprising at least 
about 0,05% of the phosphate component, by weight of the composition. 

36. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 35 comprising at least 
about 0,5% of the phosphate component, by weight of the composition. . 

37. (Original) An edible composition comprising: 

a. an amount of a soluble mineral component comprising a mineral selected 
from the group consisting of zinc, manganese, tin, copper, and mixtures 
thereof; wherein the amount is an effective amount for use as an oral 
medicament; and 

b. a further amount of a phosphate component, wherein the further amount is 
an effective amount for use as an oral medicament, and wherein at least a 
portion of the phosphate component is coated on die surface of die edible 
composition; 

wherein the edible composition is a companion animal chew. 

38. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 37 which is substantially 
free of rawhide. 

39. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 38 comprising at least 
about 0.01% of the mineral component, by weight of the composition. 
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40. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 39 wherein at least a 
portion of the mineral component is integrated within the edible composition. 

41 . (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 40 wherein at least a 
portion of die mineral component is coated on the surface of the edible 
composition. 

42. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 40 comprising at least 
about 0.02% of the mineral component, by weight of the composition, 

43. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 42 wherein: 

a. when the mineral component comprises zinc, the mineral component 
comprises a salt selected from the group consisting of zinc sulfate, zinc 
gluconate, zinc chloride, zinc citrate, zinc lactate, zinc malate, and 
mixtures thereof ; 

b. when the mineral component comprises tin, the mineral component 
comprises a salt selected from the group consisting of tin lactate, tin 
gluconate, tin acetate, tin sulfate, tin malate, and mixtures thereof; 

c. when the mineral component comprises copper, the mineral component 
comprises a salt selected from the group consisting of copper chloride, 
copper gluconate, copper sulfate, copper bisglycinate, copper lactate, 
copper malate, copper acetate, and mixtures thereof; and 

d. when the mineral component comprises manganese, the mineral 
component comprises a salt selected from the group consisting of 
manganese chloride, manganese sulfate, manganese gluconate, manganese 
acetate, and mixtures thereof. 

44. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 43 wherein at least a 
portion of the phosphate component is a polyphosphate. 

Page 8 of 27 



PAGE 9/29 < RCVD AT 115/2009 5:52:23 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPT0-EFXRF4/3 1 DN1S:2738300 1 CSID:513 945 6843 1 DURATION (mm-ss):15-04 



JfiN-05-2009 18:19 HHC IP DIVISION 



513 945 6843 P. 10/29 



Appl. No. 10/730346 

Docket No. P148 

Amdt dated January 5, 2009 

Reply to Office Action mailed on September 4, 2008 

Customer No. 27752 

45. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 43 wherein at least a 
portion of the phosphate is a pyrophosphate. 

46. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 43 comprising at least 
about 0.05% of the phosphate component, by weight of the composition. 

47. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 46 comprising at least 
about 0.5% of the phosphate component, by weight of the composition. 

48. (Original) An edible composition comprising: 

a. an amount of a soluble mineral component comprising a mineral selected 
from the group consisting of manganese, tin, copper, and mixtures thereof, 
wherein the amount is an effective amount fen- use as an oral medicament; 

b. a further amount of a phosphate component, wherein the further amount is 
an effective amount for use as an oral medicament; 

wherein the edible composition is a companion animal chew. 

49. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 48 which is substantially 
free of rawhide. 

50. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 49 comprising at least 
about 0.01% of the mineral component, by weight of the composition. 

5 1 . (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 50 wherein: 

a. when the mineral component comprises tin, the mineral component 
comprises a salt selected from the group consisting of tin lactate, tin 
gluconate, tin acetate, tin sulfite, tin malate, and mixtures thereof; 

b» when the mineral component comprises copper, the mineral component 
comprises a salt selected from the group consisting of copper chloride, 
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copper gluconate, copper sulfate, copper bisglycinate, copper lactate, 
copper malate, copper acetate, and mixtures thereof; 
c. when the mineral component comprises manganese, the mineral 
component comprises a salt selected from the group consisting of 
manganese chloride, manganese sulfate, manganese gluconate, manganese 
acetate, and mixtures thereof. 

52* (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 5 1 wherein at least a 
portion of the phosphate component is a polyphosphate, 

53. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 51 wherein at least a 
portion of the phosphate component is a pyrophosphate. 

54. (Original) The edible composition according to Claim 51 comprising at least 
about 0.5% of the phosphate component and at least about 0.02% of the mineral 
component, all by weight of the composition. 

55. (Withdrawn) A method selected from the group consisting of treating oral cavity 
tarter, oral cavity plaque, oral cavity bacterial growth, periodontal disease, 
gingivitis, breath odor, and combinations thereof in a companion animal 
comprising orally administering to the companion animal the edible composition 
according to Claim 1. 

56. (Withdrawn) A method selected from the group consisting of treating oral cavity 
tarter, oral cavity plaque, oral cavity bacterial growth, periodontal disease, 
gingivitis, breath odor, and combinations thereof in a companion animal 
comprising orally administering to the companion animal the edible composition 
according to Claim 16. 
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57. (Withdrawn) A method selected from the group consisting of treating oral cavity 
tarter, oral cavity plaque, oral cavity bacterial growth, periodontal disease, 
gingivitis, breath odor, and combinations thereof in a companion animal 
comprising orally administering to the companion animal the edible composition 
according to Claim 26. 

58. (Withdrawn) A method selected from the group consisting of treating oral cavity 
tarter, oral cavity plaque, oral cavity bacterial growth, periodontal disease, 
gingivitis, breath odor, and combinations thereof m a companion animal 
comprising orally administering to the companion animal the edible composition 
according to Claim 37, 

59. (Withdrawn) A method selected from the group consisting of treating oral cavity 
tarter, oral cavity plaque, oral cavity bacterial growth, periodontal disease, 
gingivitis, breath odor, and combinations thereof in a companion animal 
comprising orally administering to the companion animal the edible composition 
according to Claim 48. 
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